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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 This statement has been prepared on behalf of our client (Peter Bennie Ltd) in respect 

of a planning application for revised restoration at Boughton Recycling Facility, 

Northamptonshire.

1.2 This proposed development for the cessation of existing, permitted waste operations, 

the removal of existing steel portal sheds, extraction of remaining mineral situated 

beneath the current development platforms and import of inert restoration materials 

to raise the restoration levels within the current working/recycling area.

1.3 The main objective of Peter Bennie Ltd in respect of dust generated by infilling of 

waste and restoration at Boughton Recycling Facility is to ensure that the 

environmental impact is controlled. This will be carried out in accordance with mineral 

planning guidance and policy. This Dust Scheme proposes the procedure to be 

adopted and outlines the measures to be taken in order to identify, mitigate, control 

and monitor each environmental impact from the site.

1.4 The scheme proposes two-way communication procedures to be established between 

the Company and Northamptonshire County Council, the Mineral and Waste Planning 

Authority (MWPA). This will enable the Scheme to be regularly reviewed and any 

concerns of the local community to be satisfactorily addressed.

1.5 This scheme is produced in accordance with recognised good practice, relevant 

national policy as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), Planning 

Practice Guidance (PPG), other guidance documents and relevant British Standards.

1.6 The scheme shall be reviewed annually and if pertinent, amendments will only be  

made with the mutual agreement of the Company and the MWPA. The scheme will 

also be reviewed in the event of significant changes to Central Government guidance, 

planning policy and British Standards.
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DUST MANAGEMENT SCHEME

3.1 Background information

3.1.1 The dust control measures to be utilised in this Scheme are in accordance with 

recommendations established in ‘The Environmental Effects of Dust from Surface 

Mineral Workings’ (Department of the Environment, 1995) and Management, 

Mitigation and Monitoring of Nuisance Dust and PM10 Emissions Arising from the 

Extractive Industries: An Overview (Minerals Industry Research Organisation, 2011), 

and its associated ‘Good Practice Guide’.

3.2 Suppression Measures

Infilling of Inert Waste and Associated Activities

3.2.1 Best practicable means will be used to minimise the impact of dust generated from 

infilling operations. These include:

• Minimising drop heights of loading/unloading activities wherever 

practicable;

• Protecting inert waste disposal activities from the wind (locating mobile 

plant on the quarry floor); and

• Avoiding overloading of vehicles to prevent spillages. 

Movement of HCVs and Plant Within Site 

3.2.2 Best practicable means will be used to minimise the impact of dust generated from

the movement of HCVs and plant within the site. These include:

• Restricting vehicle speed to 15mph for all vehicles using the site to minimise 

the emissions of dust arising from the use of site roads.

• All haul roads and vehicle movement areas will be compacted and kept 

damp, as necessary by spray and water bowsers;
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• In the unlikely event that dust or mud from the quarry has been deposited 

on the public highway, a road sweeper will be employed;

• The Company shall ensure all vehicles leaving site onto the public highway 

are suitably sheeted;

• Vehicle speed control on access and haul roads will be implemented by the 

Site Manager and must be adhered to with due regard to weather and 

ground conditions in order to reduce dust generation;

• All vehicles will be fitted with exhausts that emit exhaust gases in an upward 

direction;

• Mobile plant will be regularly serviced and equipped with effective exhausts 

to minimise fume emissions;

• When the site is operational, the Unit Manager or instructed site personnel 

should undertake daily inspections of the access road and public highway in 

order to identify the need for any cleaning requirement; and

• All site employees will receive appropriate training in order to ensure that 

they are conversant with the site dust control strategy.

3.2.3 Cessation of operations: in the event that dust is found the be blowing beyond the 

site boundaries, the activity that is causing the problem will be stopped until such 

time as appropriate conditions prevail to allow the operations to be re-started.

3.3 Permissible Levels

3.3.1 The impact of fugitive emissions from mineral dusts can include: soiling of surfaces, 

especially with a high contrast material; the physical impact on sensitive industries 

and facilities; the physical and chemical impact on vegetation; the effect of adverse 

publicity influencing personal expectations; and individuals’ experiences. 

3.3.2 Because of this wide range of interpretation, the perception of nuisance impact is 

problematic. This has resulted in no universal standards or guideline limits having 

been agreed or imposed. A frequently used maximum associated with the mean
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rate of soiling using dust deposition gauges is 200 milligram per square metre per 

day, based upon monthly sample collection (‘Good Practice Guide: Control and 

Measurement of Nuisance Dust and PM10 from the Extractive Industries’, MIRO 

2011, and Monitoring of particulate matter in ambient air around waste facilities: 

Technical Guidance M17, The Environment Agency, 2013). 

3.3.3 Therefore, in accordance with these guidance documents a value of 200 milligram 

per square metre per day will be used to assess ‘nuisance’ outside the curtilage of 

the site. 

3.3.4 Any complaints received by the Company concerning the deposition of dust or mud 

outside of the site will be logged and the complaint procedure stated in Section 4 

of this Scheme will be followed.
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4 COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

4.1 In the event of a strident complaint being received by the Company or the MWPA 

concerning any of the environmental impacts detailed in the monitoring scheme, 

then the party receiving the complaint shall inform the other without undue delay.

4.2 Upon receipt of any complaint, the Company will inform the MWPA within 24 hours 

of such an occurrence and instigate an immediate investigation with the MPA being 

kept fully informed of such investigation and any subsequent remedial action 

taken.

4.3 All complaints will be investigated by the Company’s site management or other 

nominated site personnel, with a report back to the person making the complaint. 

Wherever possible, complaints will be responded to on the same day.

4.4 Where no obvious cause for complaint can be identified, then monitoring when 

applicable will none the less be undertaken as a matter of urgency in order to 

determine if a non-compliance of the permissible levels has occurred.

4.5 In the event that the proposed permissible levels are exceeded, the Company will 

inform the MPA of the occurrence and of any mitigating measures taken to reduce 

the impact. Any further action required will be agreed between all parties.

4.6 Should it be found that the proposed permissible levels are not exceeded but a 

subjective assessment made by the Company or the MPA deems the complaint to 

be justified, then action as agreed between either party shall be defined and 

implemented in order to arrest the situation.


