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Dear Sir/Madam,

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2017: REGULATION 5 SCREENING 
OPINION

PROPOSAL: CESSATION OF WASTE OPERATIONS, THE REMOVAL OF THE 
EXISTING STEEL PORTAL SHEDS, EXTRACTION OF REMAINING MINERAL 
SITUATED BENEATH THE CURRENT DEVELOPMENT PLATFORMS AND IMPORT 
OF INERT RESTORATION MATERIALS TO VARY THE APPROVED RESTORATION 
SCHEME OF THE FORMER BOUGHTON QUARRY SITE

Thank you for your email and attachment received requesting a screening opinion in 
respect of the proposed development at the above site.

The proposed development is not listed under Schedule 1 of the EIA Regulations and 
therefore the requirement of an EIA is not mandatory. Nevertheless, the proposed 
development requires screening under Schedule 2 of the current EIA Regulations as 
involves both the extraction of minerals by quarrying (Category 2 (a) Extractive Industry) 
and the deposit of waste for the purposes of restoration (Category 11 (b) Installations for 
the Disposal of Waste). Also, the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) provides 
indicative thresholds to guide possible EIA development within these categories and 
advises that EIA is more likely when new capacity is created to hold more than 50,000 
tonnes per year, or hold waste on sites of 10 hectares or more. 

Based on the information provided in the submitted report, we understand that the 
applicant/operator intends to extract the remaining mineral currently located under the 
existing shed and storage areas which is estimated to be 30,000 tonnes, and this will be 
extracted over a period of between 6 to 9 months. Once the extraction is completed, the 
applicant/operator will then import 200,000 to 300,000 tonnes of inert materials over a 
period of 2 to 3 years to bring the quarry up to restoration levels. Schedule 3 of the EIA
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Regulations sets out selection criteria for determining whether a development listed under 
Schedule 2 is likely to have significant effects on the environment. Three broad criteria are 
identified relating to the characteristics of the development (e.g. its size), the 
environmental sensitivity of the location, and the characteristics of the potential impact 
(e.g. its magnitude and duration).

The site is an existing waste management site and the characteristics of the development 
are therefore already established. The geographical location of the development is not 
considered to be environmentally sensitive and it is a continuation of the existing land use. 
The characteristics of the potential impact of the development are also not considered to 
be environmentally significant. The proposed development is therefore considered to not 
require Environmental Impact Assessment.

However, any formal application should be accompanied by a full supporting statement, 
technical assessment reports and plans relating to the proposal, access and highway 
safety and environmental issues including air quality, dust, noise, visual/landscape impact, 
odour and associated implications.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance

Yours faithfully,

Peter Moor 
Principal Development Control Officer



WASTE AND REGULATION 3 PERMISSIONS

Requests for the discharge of a condition requiring written approval, should, where possible be 
submitted via the planning portal (www.planningportal.gov.uk).

 

Begin an application and once the site address has been inputted, ensure the option for Waste or 
Reg 3 application is selected before proceeding.

Once the application site has been inputted, stage 3 of the application chooser will ask ‘Do you 
know the type of planning application you need?’ – select ‘Yes’ and click ‘Next’.

From the two drop down menus select the following options, then click ‘Continue with Application’:

 Removal / Approval of conditions / reserved matters; and 

 Approval of details reserved by condition

Fill in the forms (guidance notes are available for download – see application overview page for 
link), attach supporting documents and submit application. You will then be given a Planning Portal 
reference number (i.e. PP-00012345).

MINERALS PERMISSIONS

Minerals are not currently included in the planning portal system. Therefore, requests for the formal 
discharge of conditions must be made by the submission of a cover letter with the details of the 
permission granted and the conditions you are seeking to discharge.

Submissions can be made electronically to developmentcontrol@northamptonshire.gov.uk or via 
post. Where a submission is made via post, please ensure a CD copy containing electronic copies 
of all the submitted documents is included.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENT AND FEE GUIDANCE

Where possible, supporting documents should be scaled no larger than A3. Where this is not 
possible, please submit electronically and forward full sized hard copies in the post, along with a 
cheque for £85 (made payable to Northamptonshire County Council), with a covering letter. For 
applications made via the Planning Portal, please ensure the PP reference number is clearly stated 
on the covering letter and on the reverse of the cheque.

Electronic files should not exceed 5MB each. Where a document is larger than this, the file will 
require separating and the parts numbered (i.e. Design and Access Statement – Part 1, Design 
and Access Statement – Part 2).

All files should be clearly named using the permission number to precede file names (i.e. 
09.00012.WAS – Noise Survey – Part 1).

Please address all postal submissions to ‘Development Control Manager’ at the address given at 
the bottom of page 1 of this letter.
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