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Dear Warren

Title Pre-Application Advice on Behalf of Peter Bennie Ltd 
The demolition of existing shed, removal of remaining mineral resource and 
importation of additional inert waste to increase land levels to pre quarrying land 
levels at Boughton Aggregate Recycling Facility. Ref 19/00063/PREAPP.

I refer to your letter dated 2 September which unfortunately didn’t reach us until 2 October 
2019. I can provide the following comments and advice in relation to the above proposed 
development.

Mineral Extraction

The former Boughton Quarry site was originally worked for minerals under an ironstone 
planning permission which was subject to modern conditions under application 
DA/97/1140. The planning conditions were subject to further review under application 
14/00057/MINFUL. This restricts future mineral working to land at the currently inactive 
Pitsford Quarry. Therefore, a fresh consent for mineral working at Boughton Quarry will be 
required. I note you are proposing for this to be part of an application to infill the remaining 
void at the site and in principle the Minerals and Waste Local Plan (July 2017) MWLP 
supports this under Policy 28.

Demolition of Existing Building Permitted for Waste Recycling

Policy 29 of the MWLP seeks to safeguard sites with permission for mineral and waste 
development from non-waste or minerals use unless an alternative provision in the vicinity 
can be made, or it can be demonstrated there is no longer a need for the facility. 
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I note that inert waste recycling is being undertaken at Boughton Quarry and that Peter 
Bennie Ltd (PBL) undertake these activities at Harlestone Quarry and Weekly Wood Lane 
(Kettering), and that this could be done (subject to planning permission as the temporary 
planning permission 13/00001/WASFUL has expired) at Pitsford Quarry. Harlestone 
Quarry is relatively close to the Boughton site and several other operators, have facilities 
in or near Northampton. 

It is the case though that the waste permission at Boughton Quarry also allows for 
recycling and transfer of non-hazardous waste, such as skip waste and these operations 
have previously been undertaken at the site. There are however a number of facilities in 
and around Northampton that are currently undertaking these recycling and transfer 
operations, which are also those recycling inert waste. Therefore, I am satisfied that the 
cessation of the waste recycling operations as a whole (both inert and non-hazardous) 
would not result in a conflict with Policy 29 of the MWLP.

Importation of Inert Waste to Increase Levels to Pre-quarrying Land levels

Policy 16 of the MWLP deals with inert waste disposal. This supports inert disposal for the 
restoration of committed or allocated mineral extraction sites, and whilst this site is within 
the mineral planning permission 14/00057/MINFUL it is not identified for mineral working. 
Instead it is identified as a waste management facility. Therefore it does not pass the test 
as a committed or allocated mineral site as required by the first part of Policy 16. In these 
circumstances Policy 16 requires proposals to demonstrate that :

• It will not prejudice the restoration of mineral sites; and 

• There is a clear engineering, agricultural, landscape or recreational amenity 
justification for the development.

It is therefore these two criteria that the application particularly needs to address and make 
a robust case in respect of compliance. In addition you should consider if there are any 
other material considerations which you feel support the development which should be 
taken into account in the planning judgement.

The development proposal would need to be screened in accordance with Environmental 
Impact Assessment Regulations as the site exceeds 0.5 hectares.

Yours sincerely

Development Control Manager


