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 31 May 2007 

Development Control 
Growth Management 
Northamptonshire County Council 
PO Box 163 
County Hall 
Northampton, NN1 1AX 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Excavation of previously deposited inert waste for engineering use for Swan Valley and 
Sandy Lane highway schemes; Harlestone Quarry, for Barton Plant . 
 
I enclose a planning application for the above development, comprising: 

Seven copies of Forms Parts 1 and IV  
Seven copies of a location plan GPP/BP/HQ/07/01 
Seven copies of drawings  9010/Extract Area showing the existing contours and application 
area; 9010/Extract/l and 9010/Extract/x are cross sections showing the depth of existing fill 
and proposed depth of extraction. 
Certificate B and Agricultural Holdings Certificate 
Cheque for £2700. 
 

The proposal is to provide a borrow pit for the supply of 80,000m3  material suitable for highway 
construction purposes, by excavating previously deposited inert waste over a 6 month period. I do 
not consider that an Environmental Impact Assessment is necessary in this case.  Please will you 
confirm that you can register the application without the submission of an Environmental Statement. 
 
In conjunction with this application, details are submitted to seek the agreement of the County 
Planning Authority to extend the end date for the completion of landfill operations in the southwest 
quarry extension. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs Gill Pawson 
 
c.c. Mr N Rogers, Barton Plant Ltd 
 Mr E Crookes, Althorp Estate 
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 
PLANNING POLICY 
 
The proposal is to extract previously deposited inert waste, in the form of clay and clay soils, 
for use in the construction of the Swan Valley and Sandy Lane highway improvements.  It 
therefore falls to be considered under Policy 13 of the Adopted Minerals Local Plan for the 
county, which states that  
 
Proposals for borrow pits will only be permitted where: 

1. they serve a major construction project;  
2. use of the material would not constitute the inappropriate use of high quality minerals; 
3. the pit is in close proximity to the project it is intended to supply; 
4. the minerals can be transported with no more than minimal use of the public highway; 

and  
5. the site will be satisfactorily restored at or shortly after the construction project it serves 

has been completed . 
 
Compliance with the above policy: 

1. The proposal is to provide material to the highway construction projects in the Swan 
Valley and Sandy Lane, Northampton. 

2. The material to be excavated is previously deposited inert waste, thus the scheme will 
provide recycled materials rather than using primary aggregates. 

3. Harlestone Quarry is less than half a mile from the northern end of the highway 
improvement schemes, although material will be taken to Swan Valley, a distance of 4 
miles. 

4. Lorries will have to travel no more than 4 miles along Sandy Lane to access Swan 
Valley. 

5. The site forms part of the Harlestone landfill site, for which planning permission and a 
landfill permit exist for importation of inert waste to restore the old quarry; once 
material has been excavated for this construction project, the hole will be refilled and 
the progressive restoration will re-continue. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
 
Traffic 
 
There are no restrictions on traffic movements in and out of the quarry and landfill site, as 
the existing access has been established as adequate for the level of use proposed in 
previous planning permissions. 
 
The contract for the supply of material for highway construction works requires deliveries of 
approximately 150 loads per day.  During the period of removal of material, deliveries of inert 
waste for landfilling will be stopped or significantly reduced, partly to minimise the impact on 
the local highway network and partly to minimise the risk of health and safety problems on 
site, where working is to take place in a relatively small area. 
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At a rate of 150 loads per day, the volume of material required would be moved in 63 
working days.  It is unlikely that the supply will take place over one, continuous period, 
therefore the application is for a 6 month period, commencing in June 2007. 
 
Residential impacts 
 
The area of the proposed extraction has been chosen so that it is as far away as possible 
from the houses in Harlestone and at the Lodge to Harlestone Firs. All residential properties 
will be screened from the activities by the existing landfill to the north and east, therefore 
there will be no adverse impacts on residential amenities relating to noise or dust. 
 
Visual impacts 
 
The proposed area of extraction has been chosen so that it is well screened from views in to 
the site.  Views from the public footpath will be limited to extraction of the fill where it is 
currently at a height above the surrounding ground level, as the soil bund alongside the 
footpath screens all workings at ground level or below. The workings will only be short term, 
until the level has been reduced and workings proceed below the surrounding ground level. 
 
Flood Risk Assessment 
 
There will be no change to the risks of surface water run-off contributing to flooding 
elsewhere, as all rainfall from the application area currently runs into the adjacent excavation 
void. 
 
The site is not at risk of flooding, so no measures need to be taken to protect the operations 
from this risk. 
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Submission of details in respect of  Condition 11 of Permission DA/01/1255C (south 
west extension)  
 
Planning permission DA/01/1255C permitted the extension of the quarry and landfill into the 
southwest corner of the site. Condition 11 states that “ The development hereby permitted 
shall cease not later than 30 June 2007  or at such time as may be further agreed in writing 
by the County Planning Authority to coincide with the completion of landfill operations at the 
quarry”. 
 
 
Mineral working within the southwest extension area ceased in early 2006 and in anticipation 
of filling with inert waste, an application for a Landfill Permit was submitted to the 
Environment Agency in December 2004.  The permit boundary included the original landfill 
site together with the southwest extension area.  The permit was not issued until 31 March 
2006.  Under the provisions of the Landfill Directive, new landfill sites have to be lined with 
engineered clay, and the work has to be approved by the Environment Agency under the 
Construction Quality Assurance regime.  The engineered containment was eventually 
approved in March 2007.  The delay of 2 years in getting permission to start landfilling 
means that the southwest extension will not be restored to approved levels until two years 
after the permitted date. 
 
The County Planning Authority is therefore requested to agree an end date of 30 June 2009 
for the completion of filling, with a further eighteen months for the completion of the 
restoration work, including the placement of soils and landscaping work.  This timescale will 
co-incide with the end date for the completion of filling and restoration of the main quarry, 
reference Permission DA/00/617C, which has an end date 31 December 2010. 
  
The removal of 80,000m3 of material will not make any difference to the proposed end date 
for filling, as there is currently a huge demand for inert waste void space to serve the new 
developments in and around Northampton. 
 
The proposed extension of the quarry northwards has been commenced, but it will be at 
least two years before there will be space to accommodate the landfill operations.  Indeed, it 
may be four or five years before landfill operations can be commenced. 
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