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Biffa Waste Services Ltd 
Ufton Recycling Facility, Ufton, Warwickshire 

 

Dust, Bioaerosol and Odour Management and Monitoring Plan 

 
Submitted in accordance with the requirements of Condition 8 of 

Planning Permission S1751/08CM021 
 

November 2008 
 
 
A) Introduction 
 

This management and monitoring plan has been prepared to comply with Condition 8 of 
Planning Permission S1751/08CM021 dated 8th October 2008. 
This plan should be read in conjunction with the Environmental Permit issued by the 
Environment Agency. 
The activities taking place at the recycling facility have the potential to generate dust, 
odour and bio-aerosols.  This plan describes the management methods that can be 
employed to prevent these issues becoming a nuisance. 
 

B)  Risks 
 

1. Dust 
 

Dust is defined as particulate matter in the size range of 1um to 75um in diameter.  The 
dispersion or movement of dust particles is dependent upon the strength and direction 
of prevailing winds 

 
 

2. Bioaerosols 
 

Bioaerosols around composting sites will comprise mainly of fragments of plant material 
and various microorganisms, mainly comprising bacteria, plant viruses, fungi and 
actinomycetes. 
 
3. Odour 

 
The volatile compounds released from decomposing waste material.  Odour may 
sometimes be considered a nuisance if it can be detected beyond the site perimeter. 

 
C)  Sources 
 

1.  Dust 
 

Dust can be generated from the following activities 
 

1. The Reception and storage of waste; 
2. Vehicle movement over hard surfaces  
3. Shredding and transfer of waste feedstock; 
4. Composting and compost turning.   
5. Screening and transfers of material within the site. 
6. Windblown dust from surfaces 
7. Product storage, loading and transport  
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2.  Bioaerosols 
 

The main source of bioaerosols will be: 
 

1. Reception and storage of organic waste; 
2. Shredding and transfer of composting feedstock to the tunnels; 
3. Removing compost from the tunnels; 
4. Composting and compost turning.   
5. Post-composting screening and transfers across the Composting Yard 
 

 
 

3.  Odour 
 

Inorganic waste materials delivered to the recycling facility will not generate odour 
however organic waste can start to decompose and produce odour which requires 
control before it is processed on site.     
The main source of odour will be: 

 
1. Reception and storage of organic waste; 
2. Shredding and transfer of composting feedstock to the tunnels; 
3. Removing compost from the tunnels; 
4. Composting and compost turning.   
5. Post-composting screening and transfers across the Composting Yard 
6. Leachate collected from tunnels 
7. Leachate collected from maturation pad 

 
 
 
D)  Dust, Odour and Bioaerosol Control 
 

The plans focus on a two-stage approach to control.   
 
Techniques and methods to be utilised will be deemed either Essential or 
Supplementary.   
 
Essential methods and techniques are those deemed imperative to the continued and 
ongoing management of the site, ensuring that dust, odour and bio-aerosols are not 
emitted that may be considered detrimental to the local community. 
Supplementary items are those that will not be required at all times or during normal 
operating conditions, they will be specific controls employed following on site evaluation 
of essential methods and techniques where current controls are deemed inadequate. 
 
Dust is considered in Plan 1. Odour and bioaerosols are considered in Plan 2.  
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1.  Dust Management Plan 
 

Management Area 
 
 

Method/Technique Essential Supplementary 

Dust Control – 1. Access routes to be swept or dampened with 
water via tractor and bowser or suitable 
alternative during dry conditions. 
 

  
 
 

Dust Control – 2. Dry compost to be dampened during shredding , 
turning or screening operations 

 
 

 

Dust Control - 3. Provision of adequate water resources made 
available all times. 

 

 

 

Waste Acceptance – 1. All waste streams of a potential dusty nature 
shall be clearly identified at the weighbridge  

 

 

 

Waste Acceptance – 2. Upon delivery to the site all wastes are checked 
for their acceptability 

  
 

Waste Acceptance – 3. Waste will only be deposited within an enclosed 
reception building 

 
 

 
 
 

Waste Treatment – 1. Doors to reception building to be kept closed 
during waste processing 

 

 

 
 

Dust Monitoring – 1. Daily visual dust monitoring when site 
operational 

 
 

 
 

Waste Disposal – 2. Daily weather monitoring including wind 
direction, wind speed, and rainfall. 

 
 

 
 

Complaint Handling and 
Investigation – 1. 

Complaints received directly to the site will be 
investigated immediately.  Biffa quality 
procedures will be followed.  

  

 
 

Complaint Handling and 
Investigation - 2. 

Results from complaints investigations shall be 
reviewed and actions taken as necessary 

  

 

Complaint Handling and 
Investigation – 3. 

Complaints received via authorities will be 
investigated subject to the timescale of the 
complaint. All details will be logged as per CHI-1 

  

 
 

Public relations– 1. Regular liaison meetings with local authorities 
and organisations  

  

 

Review– 1. The dust control plan to be constantly reviewed 
to ensure it reflects current site activities 

  

 
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2. Odour and Bioaerosol Management Plan 
 

Management Area 
 
 

Method/Technique Essential Supplementary 

Odour Control – 1. Containment of odours and bio-aerosols within 
enclosed building 

 
 

 

Odour Control – 2. Processing of waste within 24 hours   
 

 

Odour Control - 3. Air extraction and treatment from IVC building 
and compost tunnels 

 

 

 

Odour Control – 4. Maintaining aerobic conditions during 
composting process. 

  

Waste Acceptance – 1. All waste streams of a potentially odorous 
nature shall be delivered in enclosed vehicles  

 

 

 

Waste Acceptance – 2. Upon delivery to the site all wastes are checked 
for their acceptability 

  
 

 

Waste Acceptance – 3. Waste will only be deposited within an enclosed 
reception building 

 
 

 
 

 

Waste Treatment – 1. Doors to reception building to be kept closed 
during waste processing 

 

 

 
 

Waste Treatment – 2. Positive air extraction from building and 
compost tunnels  to scrubbers and bio filter 

  

Waste Treatment – 3. Maintain scrubbers and biofilter in good working 
order 

  

Waste Treatment – 4. Utilise indoor dust suppression and odour 
absorption / masking equipment  

  

Waste Treatment – 5. Utilise portable odour treatment equipment 
outside 

  
 

Waste Treatment  - 6 Management and Control of leachate  
 

  

Weather Monitoring – 1. Daily weather monitoring including wind 
direction, wind speed, and rainfall 

 
 

 

Odour Monitoring – 1. Daily olfactory odour monitoring at site 
perimeter when site operational .  

 
 

 

Bio-aerosol monitoring 
– 1. 

Annual bio-aerosol monitoring for  Mesophilic 
bacteria (Total Viable Count) and Aspergillus 
fumigatus Spp. 

  
 

Complaint Handling and 
Investigation – 1. 

Complaints received directly to the site will be 
investigated immediately.  Biffa quality 
procedures will be followed.  

  

 
 

Complaint Handling and 
Investigation - 2. 

Results from complaints investigations shall be 
reviewed and actions taken as necessary 

  

 
 

Complaint Handling and 
Investigation – 3. 

Complaints received via authorities will be 
investigated subject to the timescale of the 
complaint. All details will be logged as per CHI-1 

  

 
 

Public relations– 1. Regular liaison meetings with local authorities 
and organisations  

  

 

Review– 1. The odour and bio aerosol control plan to be 
constantly reviewed to ensure it reflects current 
site activities 

  

 
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